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Serial burglar caught on webcam

ER E-rmail this to a frieand

A house burglar was caught
after a webcam on the
owner's computer recorded
images of him carrying out
the raid.

Stills of serial raider Benjamin
Park, 19, of Cambridge, were
sent to an email address so
even when he stole the
computer, the images could be
found.

Park kindly provided a claar irmage
of his face during the burglary

Police said it was a "brilliant idea" of software engineer
Duncan Grisby, wha set it after a previous burglary,

Park was given an 11-month jail term by magistrates in
Cambridge on Tuesday after admitting burglary.

&b The burglary was a real
violation of my private space
but at least he got caught

"I was burgled three years ago
and was annoyed at the time
because I had thought about
setting this system up then,
but hadn't got around to it,"
said Mr Grishy,

Cuncan srisbhy

"I was relieved it did what I'd intended it to when I was
burgled again. It was nice to catch him in the act - but it
didn't stop him from stealing my things.

%o how does it wark?

"The burglary was a real violation of my private space but at
least he got caught.

"I just wish he'd got a longer sentence."
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How to catch a thief - with your PC

By Joe Boyle
BBEC News

Cambridgeshire police hailed a software engineer who
caught a burglar on his webcam as "absolutely brilliant”.
But how easy is it to turn your home PC into a
surveillance system?

"4z long as you're not a
complete technophobe, pretty
much anyone can do it" says
Simon Pickstock, editor of
technology magazine PC
ANSWERS,

The first step is buying a
webcam,

The tiny bug-eyed devices are
available in most electronic
shops and sell for anywhere
between £15 and £60. They
come with their own software
enabling them to take snaps at
regular intervals and store them on your PC's hard drive.

rSerial
webhcam

mMany webcams also come with motion-sensitive software and
the ahbility to select a frame of reference. For example, if you
want to monitor your car, you can point the camera towards
your driveway, then click and drag a box around your car.

While any movement inside vour box would set the camera
off, a pedestrian walking a few metres away wouldn't register,
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